
 

 
 

Order of Service 
22 November 2020 

 

 
 

A SOMEWHAT HIDDEN FACE? 
A service to mark the end of the church liturgical year, 

the festival of the "Reign of Christ", 
once known as "Christ the King"  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

 
A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 

 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 

Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church; 
they may cause alarm.  

 
 

We take care to use inclusive language in our services.  References to God in 
traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-specific.  As we pray 
and sing together, you’re invited to adapt the words we’ve chosen.  When we 

pray the “Lord’s prayer”, feel free to pray in your first language. 
 

 
The Call to Worship: 
 We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
 JESUS, HEALING AND BLESSING THE FAMILY OF HUMANITY; 
 JESUS, HIDDEN IN THE FACES OF THE PEOPLE AROUND US; 
 JESUS, DARING US TO VIEW THE WORLD MORE CAREFULLY. 
   

 Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
 MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Fulda        William Gardiner (1770-1853) 

 



1. Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
 where sound the cries of race and clan, 
 above the noise of selfish strife 
 we hear your voice, O Son of Man. 
 

2. In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
 on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
 from paths where hide the lures of greed 
 we catch the vision of your tears. 
 

3. From tender childhood's helplessness, 
 from human grief and burdened toil, 
 from famished souls, from sorrow's stress 
 your heart has never known recoil. 
 

4. The cup of water given for you 
 still holds the freshness of your grace; 
 yet long these multitudes to see 
 the sweet compassion of your face. 
 

5. O Master, from the mountain side 
 make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
 among these restless throngs abide, 
 and tread the city's streets again: 
 

6. till all the world shall learn your love 
 and follow where your feet have trod, 
 till glorious from your heaven above 
 shall come the city of our God. 
 

 Franks Mason North (1850-1935) alt. 
 
Prayer of Approach 
The city, O God, 
is indeed a busy place. 
The strengthening of buildings, 
the filling up of holes in the road, 
the planting of trees. 
BUT WHERE IS CHRIST PRESENT? 
 
The city, O God, 
is a vibrant, busy place. 
The to-ing and fro-ing of the people, 
the flashing of the advertisements 
and the negotiating of contracts. 
BUT WHERE IS CHRIST PRESENT? 



The city, O God, 
is a very busy place: 
the arguing of cases, 
the push and thrust of competition, 
the mechanisation of once-human tasks. 
BUT WHERE IS CHRIST PRESENT? 
 
It is a busy, thrilling place, O God; 
and its energy and inventiveness 
are impressive. 
One big symbiotic, 
living, breathing, heaving thing 
it is! 
BUT WHERE IS CHRIST PRESENT? 
 
The cup of water? 
The vision of someone crying? 
The person responding to grief? 
The treading of the earth more kindly? 
WHERE IS CHRIST PRESENT? 
 
Where we have seen Christ present among us, 
within our city, we say 
THANKS BE TO GOD, 
 
and from our busy city we offer our silent worship. 
 
Silence 
 
When hunger is seen, but no food is given, 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
When thirst is noticed, but no drink is provided, 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
When strangers are present, but no welcome is given, 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
When nakedness occurs, and no covering is offered, 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
When sickness is reported, but nobody cares, 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
When people are in prison, and others say "let them rot", 
WE CONFESS TO GOD. 
 



Indeed, confessing, we say: 

 Lord have mercy. 
 CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 Lord have mercy. 
 
 
Assurance and Response 
. . . In the name of Christ I say to you: 
 You are forgiven and you are free. 
 THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

In the face of Jesus from Nazareth, 
you revealed your love, O God, 
to the world. 
Now you challenge us 
to see his face 
in the faces of those among whom we live: 
the poor and needy, 
the naked and hungry, 
the lonely and imprisoned. 
GIVE US GRACE TO OPEN OUR EYES 
AND TO VIEW THE WORLD MORE CAREFULLY, 
AND TO REJOICE 
WHEN WE SEE YOUR FACE. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
and use the words he gave us, saying: 

 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 



The Passing of the Peace 
 Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
 AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 
 

Our next Sunday School day is 6 December.  Today the young ones are 
welcome to enjoy the play area at the back of the church, where they will find 

activity sheets. 
 
The First Lesson: Matthew 25: 31-40 

The Second Lesson: Matthew 25: 41-46 

     This is the gospel of Christ. 
     PRAISE TO CHRIST, THE WORD. 
 
Knox Singers:  Flocks in pastures green abiding 
     J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Sermon:    Robotic super-Christ 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after 
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the 
service – ask the person at the door. 

 
Hymn: 
Hanover      probably William Croft (1678-1727) 

 
 

1. The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
 for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
 God’s power and glory in Jesus we know; 
 and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 



2. The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
 the captives are freed, all people find place, 
 the outcast is welcomed, God’s banquet to share; 
 and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
3. The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
 believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
 His love for his people, brought Christ to his cross: 
 our crisis of judgment for gain or for loss. 
 
4. God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
 in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
 The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
 and all things cry “Glory!” to God all in all. 
 
 Bryn Austin Rees (1911-1983) 

 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
led by Stephen Best 

 
The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering 
 
Food for the hungry, 
DRINK FOR THE THIRSTY; 
Welcome for the lonely, 
CLOTHING FOR THE NAKED. 
We offer what we can, O God, 
AND PRAY YOUR BLESSING UPON IT. 
Reveal to us in others, the face of Christ 
AND LET THAT OFFER MORE. 
We pray this in the spirit of Jesus, 
AMEN. 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
 



Hymn: 
Warrington       Ralph Harrison (1748-1810) 

 
 

1. Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 does its successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

2. For him shall endless prayer be made, 
 and praises throng to crown his head; 
 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 with every morning sacrifice. 
 

3. People and realms of every tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 
 

4. Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
 the prisoner leaps to lose his chains: 
 the weary find eternal rest: 
 and all who suffer want are blest. 
 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 
 the highest honours to our King, 
 angels descend with songs again, 
 and earth repeat the long amen. 
 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748), alt. 
 
Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude: Improvisation 
   Daniel Cooper (b. 1997) 
 

Following the service, morning tea and coffee are served 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802



NOTICES 
 
Next Week:  22 November – 28 November 2020 
Sunday   10.00am Morning  
     11.15am Knox Book Group – see below 
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study 
 
Next Week:  29 November – 5 December 2020 
Sunday   10.00am Morning  
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study 
   
KNOX BOOK GROUP - Sunday 22 November, 11.15am - Final book group for 
the year.  The Happiest Man on Earth by Eddie Jaku is the autobiography of a 
100-year-old Holocaust survivor.  In 1938, as a German Jew, Eddie was beaten, 
arrested, and taken to a concentration camp.  Over the next seven years he went 
through Buchenwald, Auschwitz, and the Nazi death march.  He learned how to 
survive by finding happiness in the midst of the worst horrors and darkness.  This 
book is his legacy to the world.  It is very readable, with a life-changing message: 
“Where there is life, there is hope.  Life is beautiful if you make it beautiful.  It is 
up to you.”   

 
PACKING CHRISTMAS BAKING - Christmas baking will be packed on Saturday 
5th December in the foyer commencing at 9 am.  Once all the baking has been 
packed you will be able to take any orders you have made away with you. 

 
PILLARS GIFTS - PILLARS were delighted with the 6 banana boxes of gifts that 
were taken in on Monday.  These gifts will help children who have a parent in 
prison this Christmas.  So, thank you all very much  

 
ADVENT CANDLES - Each year, during the Sundays of Advent, we light candles 
on our Advent Wreath, doing a simple litany produced by the minister.  It's good 
when people other than the minister participate.  So, if you (either by yourself, or 
in the company of a friend or family member) would be willing to read the litany 
and light the candle, let Matthew know.  At the moment we're looking for helpers 
on Sundays 29 November, 6 and 13 December.  We may be joined by another 
congregation on Sunday 20 December, so are keeping that Sunday available for 
visitors to participate.  Let's see. 
 

 
 



 
Election of new people to the Knox Church Council 

 
Within the Presbyterian form of government, congregations elect to leadership 
people they believe have appropriate gifts and wisdom for the times and place.  
Having assessed the times into which Knox has come, the mission challenges 
associated with these times, and the committed ethos of our church, the 
Council of Knox Church has identified four people it believes can serve us well 
in leadership: 
 

• John Laing - Elder 
• Neil Lambie - Council member 

 

With warmth, gratitude and encouragement, Council commends John and Neil 
to the congregation for appointment to the Council.  Each has indicated a 
willingness to serve and indicated the capacity in which they feel called to 
serve.  Should any Knox person have any objection to any of these 
nominations, please lodge them with the minister prior to the congregational 
election meeting which will be held after morning worship, 6 December 
2020. 
 

Brief biographies of the nominees are printed below. 
 

Janet Wilson, 
Knox Church Council Clerk 
 

Biographies 
 

John Laing 
Early childhood was spent in the Pacific Islands namely Fiji, Samoa and Solomon 
Islands.  I was born in Fiji and had a Methodist baptism.  I moved to NZ for my 
high school years attending Waitaki Boys’ High School as a boarder.  When I left 
school I spent a number of years in Christchurch then moved to Auckland where 
I spent 30 years, up until 2016.  In the latter years in Auckland I was a member 
of the Somervell Presbyterian church and served on the church’s administration 
committee.  I have been and still am a studier of the Bible through Bible Study 
Fellowship (BSF) a global organisation where everybody undertakes the same 
study over a 12 month period.   I am retired, married and have 2 adult sons and 
multiple grandchildren.  In 2016 I relocated back to Christchurch.  I had attended 
a number of services at Knox before my move down and the “feel” of the church 
and the people convinced me that this should be my place of worship.  I have 
prayerfully asked the Lord to show me opportunities to better serve Him.  The 
offer to be an elder at Knox enables me to serve both Him and the church. 

 
 



 

Neil Lambie 
I grew up in Dunedin.  In my adult life I have lived in various places, mainly 
Auckland, Christchurch and Sydney.  I work as a pathologist at Christchurch 
Hospital, now half time (semi-retired).  I live with Jose, my partner; we have been 
together for the past 24 years.  My involvement with churches and Christianity 
has been intermittent over the years, with long periods of absence.  While growing 
up in Dunedin it was irregular attendance at Maori Hill Presbyterian Church and 
Sunday School.  Later there was a period of involvement with the Metropolitan 
Community Church in Auckland.  Most recently it was with the Uniting Church of 
Australia, in Sydney.  I started coming to Knox quite by chance, when we returned 
to Christchurch 3 years ago.  We were living near the central city and Knox 
seemed to be the nearest church.  I have found the community at Knox to be very 
welcoming, friendly and kind, and the theology is liberal.  I would like to contribute 
in any way I can to Knox church and its outreach. 

 
 

 
Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our community’s life. 
Knox Church is a charity. All charitable donations are eligible for a tax rebate of 
33%. Bank account 03 1705 0029641 00. Put your name in the reference field 
and email your contact details to the office or donations secretary. For further 
information or options contact: office@knoxchurch.co.nz Ph 3792456 or Janet 

Wilson, Donations Secretary janmwil507@gmail.com Ph 338 7203. 
 

 

The face of Christ in others 
 

 
 

 
 

During the early stages of our 
mission discernment process, we 
gathered and critiqued a number 
of images of each of the persons 

of the classically formulated 
Trinity.  When it came to 

choosing a preferred image of 
the "Son", Jesus, favour seemed 
to gather around this image.  It 

was noted that this contemporary 
Jesus was a brown-skinned, real 

human being, living on street-
level, keenly scrutinising our 

world from within, comfortable in 
his skin but maybe vulnerable / 

sensitive. 
 

  



 

 

The Bible readings for next week will be: 
 

• 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16 
• Luke 1: 26-38 

 
 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Organist: Daniel Cooper, 
daniel.organist@gmail.com 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  
facebook 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form 
and putting it in the offering bag. 

 
Name: 
 
Contact details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


